
On Tuesday, November 2, residents of the Edgewood-
Colesburg Community School District will vote on a 
pair of bond issue questions. If approved, the bond 
would allow the district to address a series of its most 
pressing facility needs while locking in historically low 
interest rates. 

We invite you to learn more about Ed-Co’s needs, 
the process the board and community used to find a 
potential solution, and the question that will appear on 
the ballot.

• Our career and technical education spaces are 
more than 50 years old and there is a chronic 
workforce shortage. New spaces will provide 
greater opportunities for our students to learn 
skilled trades so when they graduate, they are 
ready to enter the workforce. 

• Our two gyms are older (both are 65+ years old) 
and smaller than most competitive facilities in 
the area. We’re lacking the space necessary for 
our teams to practice and compete at a level 
comparable to other schools our size. A new 
competition gym would also provide adequate 
space to host community events. 

If approved, the bond issue would allow the district to 
move forward with:

 Upgrades to mechanical and heating, 
 ventilation and air conditioning systems at our 
 elementary school 

 New career and technical education spaces 

 Improved accessibility in the Jr./Sr. High 
 School building

 Improved student and traffic safety and a new 
 secure entrance at the Jr./ Sr. High School

 New competition gym

• We must continually monitor and upgrade our 
security mechanisms to ensure we keep our 
students and staff safe. This includes making 
improvements to the current traffic flow and drop-
off/pick-up at our Jr./Sr. High School. 

• The heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system in our elementary school building 
is nearing the end of its lifespan. Many times, 
we’ve needed to dismiss our students early due to 
extreme heat in the building which impacts student 
learning.
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The district would use a mix of income surtax and 
property taxes to reduce the burden on property 
owners and to keep the overall district tax rate levy 
below the 20-year average. To that end, an approved 
bond would result in a $2.00 tax levy rate increase and 
would have a property tax impact of $103/year on a 
home with an assessed value of $100,000. That would 
equal an additional $8.59/ month. 

The district and board have been frugal with taxpayer 
dollars over the years. However, the time has come 
to make an investment in our facilities to protect our 
district assets for the long term.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on election day.

Voters may cast their ballots at their regular polling 
location on Tuesday, November 2. Polling location 

information is available here: 
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/.

There will be two questions on the 
November 2, 2021 ballot:

• Question #1 asks voters to allow the Board 
of Education to issue $12,000,000 in General 
Obligation Bonds to provide the funds 
necessary to move forward with the identified 
projects.

• Question #2 asks voters to approve an 
increase in the tax levy above $2.70, but 
not more than $4.05, per every $100,000 of 
assessed property value within the district 
boundaries.

The district and board believe that now is an important 
time to address Ed-Co’s most pressing facility needs in 
a comprehensive and sustainable manner. 

• Interest rates are currently at historic lows. Moving 
forward now would enable the district to make the 
most of the opportunity to address its facility needs. 

• At the same time, construction costs continue to 
increase every year. The longer we wait to address our 
facility needs, the more expensive it will be to do so.

HOW WOULD THE BOND AFFECT 
PROPERTY TAXES?

Learn more at www.EdCoBond.org

ELECTION DAY: 
November 2, 2021

WHY MOVE FORWARD NOW?


